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VSWGA EVENT CALENDAR CHANGES

e The Essex State Day originally scheduled for 9/1
will now be on 9/2. Registration will open on
Friday 8/21.

e The Fall Awards Classic will be held on 9/29 at
Quechee this season. Registration will open on
Friday 9/4. Register as a team of two, or register
as a single and email
vswgaquestions@gmail.com that you are
looking for a partner.

August 2026

GREEN MOUNTAIN CHALLENGE
50 Courses and Counting! < i

We've got TWO new members of the 50-Course
Club!

In July, these golfers reached the coveted
milestone of 50 COURSES PLAYED:

Brenda Badger — Montague Golf Club
Nancy Devaux — Williston Golf Club

Congratulations, Brenda and Nancy — what an
amazing milestone! & @

€ REGISTER Now

2026 Mid-Amateur - WILLISTON GOLF CLUB -
SEPT 12&13, 2026
Registration is open in Golf Genius for the Mid-
Amateur competition.
Registration closes on Monday, Aug 31 at 3:00 p.m.

STATE DAY RAIN POLICY

*Taken at the
Links at Lang
Farm State Day!
Vermont summer weather doesn’t always cooperate!
After a few rainouts this season, including Links at
Lang Farm and Neshobe Golf Club, here’s a quick
reminder about our new 2026 rain policy.

If a State Day is halted by the Pro Shop and cannot
resume:
¢ Full Award Points and Closest to the Pin will be

awarded if at least half the field completes 18
holes.
Club points will only be awarded if the entire field
completes 18 holes.
New for 2026: If everyone completes at least 9
holes, but the entire field does not finish 18, the
event will be scored as a 9-hole tournament with
points halved.

A Few Important Reminders

e The Pro Shop must officially halt play. Players
should always stop if they feel conditions are
unsafe, but unless the club officially halts or
cancels play, the event will be treated as an 18-
hole event.

¢ Always turn in your scorecard before leaving. We
need a card from every player to determine how
many holes were completed and whether the 9-
hole policy applies.
Mark your ball during a delay in case play
resumes.

The easiest way to remember it: Listen to the Pro
Shop, mark your ball, and always turn in your
scorecard before you leave.

Here's hoping for sunny skies for the rest of our 2026
State Days! " <



Celebrating Three
more Holes-in-One!

Tekla Fine-Lease of
Ralph Myhre Golf
Course finished Day 2
with an 8-stroke
advantage into the
Final Round, and she
was able to carry
home the win! She
shot an impressive 73-
77-78 for a three-day

This makes 6 so far total of 228.

this season... Teegan Duffy, also of Ralph Myhre, took the
who’s next?!? = runner-up slot, shooting a 75 for a total of 235.

Lin Culver from Neshobe Golf Club was a close
#1 - Erika Currier - VSWGA third with a three-day total of 236.

Women'’s Senior Amateur -

7/8/2026 Rounding out the top 10 were:

¢ Keely Culligan (Dorset Field Club ) - 238

¢ Carson Richards (Burlington Country Club) -
245
Jeanne Morrissey (Williston Golf Club) - 245
Nikki Yatsenick (Stowe Country Club) - 249
Gretchen White (Williston Golf Club) - 251
Holly Reynolds (Copley Country Club) - 256
Stella Rakochy (Kwiniaska Golf Club) - 260

For the Junior Division, Stella Rakochy of
Kwiniaska Golf Club captured the cup with a
#2 - Jane Horton - St, Johnsbury three-day gross total of 260 (+38). Lillian Collins

CC State Day - 7/22/2026 of Lakeside finished second at +42, followed by
Rylee Makay of Vermont National Country Club
at +67.
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In the Net Division, Lillian Collins of Lakeside took
top honors with an impressive 225 (+3). Stella
Rakochy finished second (+5), Tracy Sloan of
Brattleboro third (+7), and Patti Haas of Killington
fourth (+12). Dana Cassidy of Vermont National
CC placed fifth, with Shelly Yusko and Diane
McCauley of Stowe tying for sixth.

Williston Golf Club captured the Paquet Team

Cup (three-person team, total low gross) with an

#3 - Jeanne Morrissey - Country Club of impressive +87, followed by Burlington Country
Barre State Day - 7/27/26 Club at +174 and Dorset Field Club at +181.

Exciting News from Dorset Field Club! .
A big congratulations to Susan Fasoldt, PCA, Assistant Pro at Dorset Field
Club, who has qualified for the 2026 U.S. Senior Women’'s Open

Championship!
Susan will compete in Ann Arbor, Michigan, August 20-23.

Please join us in wishing Susan the very best as she takes on this exciting
challenge. Good luck, Susan — we’ll be cheering you on! ¢ %




RULES CORNER: PLAYING THE WRONG HOLE

During the recent Newport State Day, we ran into a confusing situation involving playing from the wrong hole.
While the rule itself is straightforward, this particular situation was not. We would like to explain the decision
of the VSWGA Rules Committee. Feel free to break out your USGA Rules App and follow along.

Rule 6.1b says you have to start a hole from inside the hole's teeing area. If you don't (and certainly teeing off
from the wrong hole would be outside the correct hole's teeing area), then you get a 2 stroke penalty and you
MUST correct your mistake by going back and playing from inside the correct teeing area. The strokes you
made do not count. Here is an important thing to remember: if you don't correct your mistake before making
a stroke to begin the next hole, then you are disqualified. Some of you keeners (to quote my Canadian friends)
might be wondering if Rule 14.7b (playing from the wrong place) applies here. While similar, the rules
explicitly say that playing from outside the tee box is not playing from a wrong place. But | digress...back to
Newport.

The sighage at Newport is in need of a bit of repair, so the directions from hole #2 to hole #3 are a little
confusing. In fact, two foursomes ended up following the signs to the wrong hole. Instead of heading from
hole #2 to hole #3, they ended up on hole #11. Both groups realized their mistake halfway through playing the
wrong hole (i.e., before making a stroke on the next hole), but then their fates diverge.

Group #1 realized their mistake, called into the Pro shop to speak to the Pro (who, along with the Club Rep,
makes up the Committee), and were told, "Oh, that happens all the time, just ignore it and go to the correct
hole. No penalty." (Clearly this is a wrong_ruling because Rule 1.3¢(3) says the Committee does not have the
authority to waive a penalty, but I'll return to this later). The foursome returned to the correct hole, erased the
strokes made on the wrong hole and played on, but did not give themselves any penalty strokes.

Group #2 also realized their mistake, erased the strokes they had made on the wrong hole, returned to the
correct hole (hole #3), and added a 2-stroke penalty to their scorecard on that hole.

Upon completion of their rounds, Group #1 turned in a scorecard without the penalty strokes, while Group #2
turned in a scorecard with the penalty strokes included.

Here's where things get a little complicated: The Committee/Club Rep (following the wrong ruling) entered
both group's scores without penalty strokes. The competition results were finalized and the competition was
closed. Only after the competition was closed did several eagle-eyed players bring the situation to our
attention.

The Committee Procedures 7D explains what to do if an issue arises after the competition is closed, and it
depends on what type of issue it is. Administrative errors, such as using the wrong tie-break method or
incorrectly calculating a handicap, should be corrected even after the competition is closed. But wrong
rulings, as defined in Rule 20.2d(1), are different. If it is too late to correct the ruling (and closing the
competition would mark that 'too late' moment), then the results stand.

It's important to note that it was not the players who did anything intentionally wrong. All players made their
best attempt to follow the rules, correct their mistake, and communicate with the Committee. The
Committee made a mistake when they followed the wrong ruling by not applying the penalty strokes when
entering scores. Being a Club Rep is hard, and we often rely on the Pro to provide rules advice. But even they
get it wrong sometimes.

So, because the competition had closed, despite the wrong ruling, the Committee has decided that the results
stand.

VSWGA Rules Committee
Nathalie, Sue, Linda Jane, Amy

Download the USGA Rules of Golf App to reference the rules while playing




